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Iron is usually absent; bronze is abundant and is extensively used in the fabrication of axes and spearheads; while stone, though still employed for some kinds of implements and for arrowheads, retires into the background. The bronze is cast and not hammered, and the presence of molds shows that the people did their casting for themselves. But the rough bronze could have reached them only by way of commerce, neither copper nor tin being attainable in the Padane plain; and the existence of commerce is also proved by the occasional, though rare, occurrence of amber beads, the material of which probably came from the shores of the Baltic.
Though the predominance of bronze and the absence of iron characterize the pile-middens, in general, there are some in which iron makes its appearance, while there are others in which even bronze is rare or absent. However, speaking broadly, the pile-middens belong to the Bronze age.
That the pile-midden people practiced agriculture on a large scale is rendered certain by the presence of abundant remains of wheat, beans, and vines. Moreover, as domesticated animals, they had oxen, sheep, goats, pigs, horses, and dogs. Stags, the roe-deer, the boars, which roamed in the Padane forests, furnished them with game; and some remains of bears indicate that they occasionally attacked more dangerous quarry. But, curiously enough, there are neither fishbones nor fishhooks; though the Po and its affluents abound in fish.
It is plain, then, that the people who have left their mark in the pile-middens had reached a grade of civilization which is by no means contemptible. Indeed, to all